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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Erasing the Labels 

The Father’s response 

When the Prodigal Son returns home, 
his father doesn’t wait for an apology or 
issue a list of probationary rules. Instead, 
he immediately commands: “Bring out the 
best robe and put it on him; and put a ring 
on his hand and sandals on his feet.”   

With these gifts, the father instantly 
restores his identity. He covers the dust 
and rags of the son’s past. Before the 
community can label the young man a 
failure, the father labels him restored. 

The Burden of the System 

In our world, paying the legal price for a 
felony rarely clears the debt in the eyes of 
society. Long after a sentence is served, 
the “system” leaves a heavy, permanent 
stigma. This label impacts housing, 
employment, and relationships. For 
families reuniting after incarceration, this 
stigma can feel like an extra prison wall 
built right in the family living room. It falsely 
tells the returning loved one that they are 
defined forever by their worst mistake. 

God’s System of Grace 

Our faith operates on a completely 
different system. God is not a bureaucrat 
holding a permanent record; He is the 
loving father running down the road to meet  

 

us. Reunifying and forgiving after a felony 
means actively fighting the labels the world 
tries to stick on your family. It means 
refusing the stigma and remembering that 
a person’s worth comes from God, not a 
background check. We must 
metaphorically put the “best robe” on our 
loved ones by celebrating their return and 
honoring their future. Where the world sees 
a criminal record, God sees a blank page. 

I have been thinking about families torn 
apart and burdens laid upon the shoulders 
of a person who experiences the hardships 
of an unforgiving society. 

I have family that never could forgive. 
People that have no idea who I am today. 
And won’t take a moment to find out. I have 
reached out to my two daughters with a 
negative response. I hear occasionally how 
family will appear back into the life of a 
person trying to get past, the past. 

Closing prayer: Heavenly Father, lift every 
family up navigating the road of 
reunification. Break the chains of worldly 
stigma and silence the labels that dictate 
their future. Give them the strength to 
forgive, the patience to rebuild trust, and 
the courage to face the world together. May 
our church always be a running father with 
arms wide open, ready to welcome, cover, 
and restore.   Amen  

 Jim Ellis ✍🏼
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WHEN: Last Sunday of every month July 26th 

                   WHERE: My Home Church, 10202 131st St. N., Largo, Fl 

 

33774,  mhc.life Come as you are and join us for worship, fellowship, and fun! My Home               
Church Website: mhc.life 

S.O.A.R. 
Sold Out and RestoredWhen: 
Every Monday Night   

 6:00 Fellowship 7:00 Meeting 

Where: Sold Out Studio 

1339 Park Street 

Clearwater Fl. 33756 

Come as you are for worship, a message, and good fellowship! 

 

Dance Saturday July 18, 2026, at My Home 
Church, 10202 !31st N, Largo   

Trivia Night Friday July 10th Doors Open at 
7:pm 

Workday TBA 

The Sold Out Newsletter is looking for anyone who 
enjoys writing as much as I do. I call it the Blank 
Page. The Blank Page is an artist’s canvas to paint 
a masterpiece; it’s a sculptor’s lump of clay to be 
molded into something magnificent. It’s a place 
for a writer to assemble the right words in the right 
order to create an unforgettable story. It’s a 
musician’s silence waiting to be filled with 
melody. 
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